Ms. Menzies

8th Grade United States History

Course Syllabus 2009-2010

Richard Merkin Middle School

	Contact Information:
Phone:  (323)877-7405

E-mail:  cmenzies@laalliance.org 

Room 239-Conference hours: 10:15-12:00 Tues. & Fri or by appointment


Course Description: We will embark upon a journey that studies the history and geography of the United States of America from is earliest inhabitants through Industrialism.  We will use a variety of methods to examine how the United States became the nation it is today, with special emphasis on individual rights and the role of government in relation to those rights.  

Course Requirements:  Students are expected to participate fully in class discussions, perform all assigned tasks and readings, and use critical thinking skills to apply knowledge to a variety of situations.  Students will be encouraged to actively participate daily through informal writings, mid-term, final exam and projects.  

Required Materials:
1. Textbook:  History Alive!  The United States Through Industrialism (TCI) [Assigned textbook must be covered]

2. Student Interactive Notebooks.

3. 3 Subject Notebook

4. College Ruled, three-hole paper

5. Three-Ring Binder 

6. Pens (blue or black only) and Pencils

7. Colored Pencils.

8. Flash Drive
Classroom Expectations:
1. Come to class prepared (with all required materials) and on-time (this means before the tardy bell rings).

2. Remain in your seat unless given permission.

3. Raise your hand before speaking and remain quiet while the teacher or another student is speaking.

4. Make sure your work space is clean and all materials have been returned to their initial locations before leaving the classroom.

5. Academic Honesty is expected throughout the course and Plagiarism will not be tolerated in any form and may result in the rejection of student work and a subsequent earning of a zero grade.

6. Although Absences are not encouraged, excused absences will require the student to make up for missed class time by acquiring notes, handouts, assignments and activity sheets.  It’s the student’s responsibility to obtain missing work via buddy systems, master homework file, website etc.  

7. Writing assignments should be word-processed, double-spaced and proof-read prior to submission (12 point, Times New Roman font ONLY!).  In class writing assignments and/or written response portions of tests should be completed in blue or black ink. 

Consequences:
Students who do not adhere to the classroom rules will be assigned detention with parental notification.
Homework Policy:
Homework helps establish study habits that are essential for students as they progress in school.  Students are to submit homework on the assigned days.  Homework assignments will be graded as follows:  (+ =Excellent (100%), ( =satisfactory (80%), (- =unsatisfactory (60%).

All homework must include the proper heading (name, subject, period and date)

Students are encouraged to seek help on homework; however, assignments should reflect the student’s skill level and plagiarized work will receive no credit.  Incomplete assignments may be completed during lunch or nutrition.

Late work and extra credit policy:
Late assignments will be accepted only within one week of the original due date at a substantial loss of points.  Extra Credit opportunities will be discussed throughout the year.
School-Wide Grading Policy
RMMS uses the Excelsior technology program for standards-based grading. 
The standard-based marking codes are as follows:

	1-Far/Below Basic
	2-Basic
	3-Proficient
	4-Advanced


Grade Scale Aligned to Standards-Based Rubric:

	3.2-4.0 = A
	2.50-3.24 = B
	1.75-2.49=C
	1.74 and Below = NP (not proficient)


Grades are separated into two categories: 
1) Subject Grade – Includes in-class assignments, projects, tests, quizzes, laboratories, writing activities, essays, research papers, technology-based projects.

2) Life & Work Skills Grade – includes participation in class, behavior, working in groups, work completion, and homework. 
La Póliza de Calificaciones en La Escuela

Los estándares basados en marcadores de códigos es lo siguiente:
	1-Bajo/Debajo de lo Básico
	2-Basico
	3-Proficiente
	4- Avanzado


Escala de Grados para alinear el estándar basado en rubrico: 
	3.2-4.0=A
	2.50-3.24=B
	1.75-2.49=C
	1.74 y debajo= NP (no proficiente)


Grados están Separados en dos categorías:

1) Grado por clase- Incluye asignaturas en clases, proyectos, pruebas, pre-pruebas, laboratorios, actividades de escritura, ensayos, papeles de investigación, tecnología basado en proyectos.

2) Grado de habilidades de trabajo-incluye participaciones clase, comportamiento, trabajando en grupos, completando trabajo, y tarea.

Course Objectives and Key Standards:
8.1 Students understand the major events preceding the founding of the nation and relate their significance to the development of American constitutional democracy.

8.2 Students analyze the political principles underlying the U.S. Constitution and compare the enumerated and implied powers of the federal government.

8.3 Students understand the foundation of the American political system and the ways in which citizens participate in it.

8.4 Students analyze the aspirations and ideals of the people of the new nation.

8.5 Students analyze U.S. foreign policy in the early Republic.

8.6 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced, with emphasis on the Northeast.

8.7 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the South from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced.

8.8 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the West from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced.

8.9 Students analyze the early and steady attempts to abolish slavery and to realize the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.

8.10 Students analyze the multiple causes, key events, and complex consequences of the Civil War.

8.11 Students analyze the character and lasting consequences of Reconstruction.
***The teacher reserves the right to make changes, additions or deletions from this course syllabus at any time throughout the year. 
We (parent/guardian and student) have read and understand the information provided in the 8th Grade United States History course syllabus.

________________________
________________  

Parent Signature



Date



________________________
________________  

Student Signature



Date



Contact Information-

Home Phone Number:
__________________________________________________________

Cell Phone Number:
__________________________________________________________

Work Phone Number:
__________________________________________________________

Email:
_______________________________________________________________________

Preferred method of communication: ______________________________________________
************Please sign and return by September 12th, 2008 **************

